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A statement from the office of the former president of Iran, A. H. Bani-Sadr,

regarding the relationship between the presidential vote-rigging scandal and Khamenei’s coup

"Battle for the fate and future of the leadership in Iran?"
The plot by Iran's clerical regime to steal the June 12 presidential election was given the moniker “The White Coup” by many in reform movement. However, the steadily increasing body count and bloodshed have rendered this moniker obsolete. 

The vote-rigging by the clerical regime in last week's election was done in such a hurried and arrogant fashion, that The Guardian newspaper (citing a report from a centrist Iranian newspaper) reported that the "official" voter turnout in more than 30 towns exceeded 100% of eligible voters, and in some towns exceeded 130%. Mousavi also claimed in a recent statement that voter turnout exceeded eligible voters in more than 170 voting districts throughout Iran.

Suspicions must be raised as to why Khamenei rushed to announce a winner in the election when, according to the Iranian Constitution, he was required to wait three days before doing so.

Several questions emerge: Why is Rafsanjani – a well-known and powerful figure that helped facilitate Khamenei's succession as supreme leader after Khomeini's death in 1989 – now for the first time being openly attacked and accused of corruption by Ahmadinejad, who has Khamenei's total support? Why has the Keyhan newspaper in particular, which echoes Khamenei's viewpoints, also begun to attack and threaten Rafsanjani, accusing him of grave abuses of power and holding the regime for ransom?

In response to the accusations of corruption, Rafsanjani wrote a open letter to Khamenei in which he implicitly exposed Khamenei's plot to hand-deliver the election to Ahmadinejad. Rafsanjani warned Khamenei against carrying out this election fraud, but Khamenei nonetheless followed through on his plan. 

For the first time in the last 28 years, the regime gave the streets back to the people for 15 days leading up to the election. During this time, young people were able to use this arena for both joyful celebrations and expressing their anger against the regime. No demonstrators were attacked during the lead-up to the June 12 election. Why did the regime first provide this lively political platform for the election, conversely turn the candidate debate into a political powderkeg in which each candidate exposed the corruption of the other (with Ahmadinejad notably also hurling accusations at Rafsanjani), and then engage in such massive vote-rigging?

Perhaps the most pressing question is this: Why has Khamenei so flagrantly violated the constitution by announcing the election "results" on the same day the election was held, and calling it a "divine victory" for Ahmadinejad? It is important to note that Khamenei made his role in this coup more visible by his rushed and illegal endorsement of the election "results".  Perhaps he believed that after this display of power – the supreme leader’s declaration that the results were a divine victory – the other candidates would not dare question its validity.  There are two motivations for this move, both rooted in a struggle over leadership.

The first possibility is that Khamenei may be suffering from physical illness. There are strong and persistent rumors to this effect. If so, then the House (beyt) of Khamenei and the military-financial mafia which has the backing of the leader, need to address the issue of succession while Khamenei is still alive. There are strong forces around Khamenei who are attempting to appoint Mojtaba, Khamenei’s son, as the future supreme leader of Iran, and thus they need to minimize any viable opposition to their plan. 

Any individual or organization that may present an obstacle to Mojtaba's ascension would need to be removed, which is why Khamenei loyalists in the government need Ahmadinejad to remain the president. Ahmadinejad in fact owes his presidency to Khamenei and is completely under his control. 

Khamenei's camp also needs to have senior members of the judiciary and legislature under its control, so as to maintain loyalty amongst the highest circles of power in Iran. This ultimate goal would clearly necessitate the weakening and/or removal of Rafsanjani, who serves as chairman of both the Council of Experts – the only institution that can control or remove the supreme leader – and the Expediency Council.  Either body could prevent Mojtaba from making a bid to succeed his father. 

Mojtaba, whose mentor is Mesbahe Yazdi (a well-known opponent to the republican aspects of the regime), is now running the affairs of House of Khamenei. He has asked that Ahmadinejad retain his presidency, and has hence become his father’s accomplice in this mass vote-rigging.

The second possibility is that, even if the rumors of Khamenei’s ill health are incorrect, a Mousavi presidency would have prevented Khamenei from constantly interfering in the affairs of the nation. This is due in part to the tumultuous history between Khamenei and Musavi – dating back to the 1980s when the former was president and the latter prime minister – and in part to the great expectations that Mousavi has created among the people. 

Those who engineered the vote-rigging in this election needed to draw people to the polling stations in large numbers in order to demonstrate that they had the backing of the majority of Iranians, that the regime is highly legitimate, and that therefore the elected president would enjoy widespread support. It was this need to demonstrate legitimacy that led them to open up the political space, allow Mousavi's candidacy to run its course, invite many politicians to participate, and allow the meetings and rallies of challengers to go ahead without being attacked by militia. This was a deeply deceptive act on the part of the regime, and the day following the election was one of bitter regret for reform-minded Iranians that had invested themselves in a fraudulent electoral process.

In our next statement release, we will reveal the details of this massive vote-rigging; however, Khamenei’s goals following the election were as follows:

to demonstrate to the world that the regime enjoys a high level of popularity and legitimacy;

to eliminate the opposing political forces after the election;

to remove political figures that would prevent the plan for leadership succession, including politicised generals within the armed forces and popular forces;

to remove Rafsanjani and his allies, as they could prevent the military-financial mafia’s successor-of-choice from becoming the next leader;

to eliminate a large part of the political forces that could threaten the interest of the ruling mafia, both in the present and future;

to bring back Ahmadinejad, as his obedience to Khamenei would make the above goals possible; and

to engage in the massive oppression of the people, replacing the feelings of joy and hope which had emerged during the election campaign with hopelessness and despair, so as to remove any possible threat from the people.

However, the regime made one gross (and perhaps fatal) miscalculation: the people.  It believed it could use people instrumentally and then cast them aside; even call them something akin to dirt, as Ahmadinejad did the first protestors when he called them "brush and tumbleweed".

Opposition demonstrators are increasingly using these protests to unleash the anger and frustration of living under a regime that has no respect for human dignity. The ultimate outcome of this uprising is thus yet to be determined.
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